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GCA BOARD’S ANNUAL REBIRTH

On March 9, over fifty residents attended the GCA election
and delicious breakfast hosted by Wayland Wong, Greg Salustro
and Suzi Shanklin, who warned “No Breakfast for you if you
don’t vote first!”

The meeting began with a brief re-cap of major initiatives
underway by the Board, and then thanks were given to retiring
Board members Barbara Seiler, Judy Tuwaletstiwa, Shirley
Hirsch, Janet Pfeiffer and Richard Fenker. Estelle Berger, Suzi
Shanklin, and Stella Maestas remain in their current positions
for one more year, while members Anna Cérdenas and Kevin
Smith move to new positions.

Congratulations and many thanks to the new GCA Board:

President, Roger Taylor; Vice-President, Anna Cardenas;
Treasurer, Estelle Berger; Secretary, Deirdre Africa. Board
members: Suzi Shanklin, Stella Maestas, Kevin Smith,
Greg Boardman. Alternates: John Miller, Ruby Renshaw.
For scheduling of the Community Center, Anna Cardenas at
galigirl312@centurylink.net or 505-466-8967; For Saturday
Breakfast coordination, Suzi Shanklin at suzieingalisteo@icloud.
com or 505-466-2412.

GALISTEANS IN LOCAL DEMOCRATIC
ELECTIONS

Here are the results of the Democratic Ward 3D elections
in March: Chair: Roger Taylor; Vice-Chair: Linda Tratechaud-
Doezema. CCC Delegates: Ed Epping (Galisteo), Anna Cardenas
(Galisteo), Leslie Gallery-Dilworth (Galisteo), Marci Hintz
(Galisteo), Greg Boardman (Galisteo), Eric Tyson (Cerrillos),
KarenYank (Golden), and Emily Graeser (Cerrillos). Terms run
from March 2019 to March 2021.

And in the County Democratic Party elections, Estelle Berger
was elected Chair and Roger Taylor was elected to the State
Central Committee. Both will attend the State Democratic Party
Convention in late April, and the Primary Convention in 2020.

Didyou guess the identities of those cute kids in the February
issue? They were GVFR members Jean and Steve Moya (left),
Frank and Cindy Lux (right). We'll have more in future issues.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF

THE GALISTEO MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER

CONSUMERS ASSOCIATION: March 27, 6PM.
(Report on the meeting will be in the May issue.)

Happy Women’s History Month (Never Too Late...)

LA SALA IS “UNDER THE INFLUENCES”

Artists from across New Mexico are invited to submit
work for consideration to be included in La Sala de Galisteo’s
upcoming summer show entitled “Under the Influences,”
from May 25 to September 17. Each artist should consider the
influence of others on their work and how that may or may not
be self-evident to the viewer. The forces of influence can range
from single works to an individual’s entire career. ideas or
images fused across disciplines, e.g. jazz musicians, poets, visual
artists, philosophers, writers, etc. and how these contributed to
your process. The influences need not be all affirming, as there
may be ideas or works that you strongly rejected as a means of
defining the nature of your work.

Deadline for submissions is April 15. Please forward up
to three images of your work, along with a short statement
concerning your interpretation of our theme and a one-page
resume. Send to Shaun Gilmore, shaungilmorestudio@gmail.
com or to Cindy Lux, forbeslux@aol.com. La Sala’s board will
curate submissions and inform artists by April 30. Delivery to
La Sala will be scheduled for the weekend of May 18-19. Any
questions can be directed to Cindy or Shaun. Thank you. We
look forward to your work!
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BACK ON THE ROADS

Work on NM 41 from the Galisteo Bridge south to Clark
Hill will re-commence late March-early April and is projected
to finish by early summer. You may have noticed surveyors
working along NM 41 to the north. $8 million in funding has
been allocated to re-surface the road from around mile marker
57 (between Goose Downs and Linda Vista Stables) up to the
junction with US 285. The lanes will remain at their current 12°
width; 6” shoulders will be added on each side. Proposals will
be submitted by contractors no later than August 20, 2021, and
work will commence around March 2022. At this time plans for
connective work on NM 41 through the center of Galisteo are
still 3-5 years out. As these project stages move along, the GCA
Board will keep you informed.

PEDACITOS/BITS AND PIECES

Deborah Madison informs us that the little plant with the
purple cruciferous flowers that is always a harbinger of Spring
along Via La Puente is musk mustard, and it’s edible. The leaves
are tender, a bit spicy. You can put them in a salad or they can
be the salad. The flowers make a beautiful and tasty garnish to
all kinds of food, such as beets, egg salads, green salads, etc.
Following right behind, and also edible, is another mustard with
very lacy foliage and tiny yellow flowers.

Last week the Santa Fe County Board of County
Commissioners approved a 36’-tall Verizon communications
tower for the New Moon Overlook on Lamy Hill. It will not be
visible from the road or from most surroundings and will carry
wireless and broadband internet communications covering
Lamy and Galisteo. The GCA Board has been supporting this
development for some time, writing letters and making calls to
the Commissioners. It will take around two months for review
and permits to be approved and issued by the County and State.
There will be a community update as the tower comes closer to
operating -- sometime in June or early July.

Harmony Hammond’s first museum survey: Material
Witness, Five Decades of Art opened March 3 at the Aldrich
Contemporary Art Museum in Ridgefield, CT. Spanning
almost fifty years of Hammond’s career (1971 to 2018), the
exhibition brings together her earliest sculptures and paintings,
mixed-media and monumental “installational” paintings of
the 1980s and 1990s, as well as recent thickly painted “near
monochromes” and works on paper, ephemera, and publications.
Hammond’s art is also on the cover of The Magazine this month.

Susana’s Room: Drawings and Paintings by Susana
Dickinson Ferguson and Catherine Ferguson will be up at
El Museo Cultural in the Railyard until May 15. Three poetry
readings with Catherine and poet friends take place Saturdays
April 6, May 4 and May 11 at 4PM. Her artist mother, Susana,
died in 2014.

Ayer, Hoy, y Maiiana — Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow: An
Exhibition of Traditional and Contemporary Hispanic Arts at the
Los Lunas Museum of Heritage & Arts will be on display until
May 3, 2019. A panel discussion took place on March 7, with
artists Rhonda Crespin, Jean Anaya Moya, Marie Romero Cash,
and Lorrie Garcia. The gallery guide is available for purchase.

For more information on the Los Lunas Museum, call 505-352-
7720. (Below: Jean’s San Isidro in All His Glory.)

Sina Brush wrote an eloquent letter to the editor of The New
Mexican (3/5) about “gun rights sanctuaries”: The new gun law
is “not about taking away guns; it is about keeping murderous
weapons out of the hands of unsafe people and off the streets.”

Our State Rep Matthew McQueen was frequently
mentioned in the media for his work on various good causes
during the recent legislative session. We are lucky to have him.

Shirley Melis Hirsch’s book Banged-Up Heart has been
released as an audiobook, at Audible, iTunes, and Amazon

COYOTES AND BEARS, OH MY!
From the GCA

Although this winter has felt overly long, cold, and windy,
Spring is here at last. Coyotes that have hunted alone for food
begin forming groups in mid-winter, and mating begins in early
February. One mated and monogamous pair, also known as the
alpha pair, forms the nucleus of each pack of 3-8 critters, and is
the only pair to breed. Pups are born after 60--63 days, in late April
to early May. Coyotes in our bosque may be more aggressive
than at other times of the year. Be cautious when walking there,
especially with small dogs; keep pets in sight when they are out
of the house.

We’ve got Bears too. Males and young independent bears
emerge from hibernation right now and begin foraging and
staking out territory. Sows with cubs follow in May; the cubs
will be setting out on their own, while the mother bear will be
looking to breed again. Last summer we had a sow and two
cubs as neighbors.

If you encounter coyotes or a bear: Stop where you are, be
still for a moment or so, look as big as you can, then calmly and
slowly move away. Do not turn your back or run. Keep the animal
in your line of sight, make noise as you move away (sing, talk
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loudly). Give the animal plenty of room to escape so it doesn’t
feel threatened or trapped. If attacked, use whatever you can to
fight back, and always aim for the nose and eye area.

Some things to be aware of: Never leave fruit from trees
and bushes to rot on the ground as it is a powerful attractant to
bears and other wildlife. Never put meat or sweet-smelling food
scraps such as melon in your compost pile. Don’t leave pet food or
food dishes outdoors at night. Clean and store outdoor grills after
use. Bears can smell sweet barbecue sauce and grease for miles.

THE JAY

Jan Saunders, drawings by Catherine Ferguson
What a divine thing is curiosity.

Our Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay* is a year-round native to the
pifion/juniper montane scrub lands that surround Galisteo. This
slender blue and gray bird uses its strong, pointed bill to pry nuts
from pifion cones in the fall and feed on insects, fruit, lizards,
eggs and nestling birds in spring and summer. The Scrub-jay
is a loner, choosing to forage unaccompanied through a Pifion
Pine or hitting your feeder where sunflower seeds and peanuts
are favorites. Watch for noisy flocks of bright blue Pifion Jays
in the fall flying in for bumper crops of pifion nuts.

All Jay species are animated birds that move through trees
in bold hops and lunges, squawking loudly, cocking their heads
to look this way and that in a playful vocal manner. Jays have a
mischievous streak and are not above the outright theft of another
bird’s seed cache. Well known among animal behaviorists for
their foraging behavior, cognitive abilities, and spatial memory
skills, Jay’s talent for locating and selecting food sources is
impressive.

In other words, our Jay is SMART. As a member of the
Corvidae Family (Crows, Ravens, Magpies), Jays are members
of the avian intellectual elite. Curious opportunists with
keen observation skills, Jays can solve problems. They use a
sophisticated method of triangulation to locate seeds and nuts
for winter feasting more than five months after they hid them--
during which time I lose my car keys at least twice.

When I first began writing about The Jack and The Jay,
my curiosity about what I sensed to be different energy fields
of the two animals led me to investigate innate versus learned
behavior. It seems our Jack is born with innate/instinctual
behaviors hardwired into its DNA that support all life activities
with “knee-jerk” responses. Because The Jack is prey to so many
other animals, there’s no time to think; instantaneous reaction
is survival. The Jay, also born with innate behavior reactions,

possesses higher cognitive skills that enable it to learn new
behaviors from observation, trial and error. So, while The Jack
gets through his day mostly on “auto-pilot,” The Jay spends
his day observing, questioning, and honing his survival skills.
While I find it easy to call The Jay smart, I will never call The
Jack a “Dumb Bunny”.

(Final in a three-part series; See El Puente, Jan. and Feb.)

*The Western Scrub-jay became the Woodhouse’s Scrub-jay
in 2016 when it was declared a separate species from the California
Scrub-jay. Another common Jay species in Galisteo is the Pifion Jay.
To our delight, every now and then an Eastern Blue-jay wanders over
from Texas or a stunning Steller’s Jay drops in from higher elevations.

RIVER RISES

For the last couple of weeks the mighty Rio Galisteo has
been bubbling and roaring with muddy runoff through the bosque.
It’s early for snowpack melt, but nothing is normal these days.
(The vultures are just filtering back into town.) Laura Paskus
points out in The New Mexico Environmental Report that some
streams, rivers and wetlands that are “non-navigable,” or don’t
flow year-round were protected under the Clean Water Rule, but
“the Trump administration’s version would no longer protect
ephemeral streams, nor playas or waterways within closed basins,
which include about one-fifth of New Mexico’s landmass. It also
proposes to remove protections from intermittent streams. Most
of New Mexico’s wetlands....wouldn’t be protected.

“The lack of protections leaves waterways vulnerable to all
sorts of threats, including mining waste, produced water from
drilling, gravel operations and landfills, as well as pollution
from military bases, federal facilities like nuclear weapons labs,
wastewater treatment plants and others... New Mexicans have
relied upon tiny springs and streams for centuries. They gave us
drinking water. And a sense of home.” Temporary waterways
like our creek empty into larger rivers, like the Rio Grande, but
they support local ecosystems and wildlife.

Photos: The Rio this month and Laura Paskus’s photo of the river
down near Santo Domingo after the “tornadic event” in Oct. 2017

EL PUENTE MARCH-APRIL 2019 -3



EL PUENTE SPONSORS:
Lesley and
Michael Dyer

GALISTEO CLASSIFIED

ADS ARE FREE, AND FOR GALISTEO RESIDENTS
ONLY. PLEASE CALL 466-1276 TO UPDATE OR
DELETE YOUR ADS. Next deadline: May Sth.

FOR RENT
Land and barn north of Galisteo. For more information, 466-
8930 or mariaopino@aol.com.
Charming vacation casita in the heart of Galisteo, available
for rent by the night, week or month. Steve or Jean, 466-1544.
Vacation casita for rent by the weekend, week, or month. 900
sq.ft., open floor plan, 1BR + bath. Call Roger Taylor, 466-3469.

FOR SALE
Some new soup flavors from The Orchard: Full service
catering, personal chef, and Care Network: Organic Chicken
Vegetable, Organic Vegan Orange Fennel Beet, Traditional
Organic New England Clam Chowder, Organic African Peanut
Chicken. Corey McGillicuddy, 466-1831.
Land & building in center of village. 1.27 acres, electricity,
phone, well, no plumbing. 630 sq.ft. adobe, vigas, fireplace,
wood stove outlet, two entrances onto property. Call 466-8930.
Amanecer Gallery offers oil paintings by Freddie Cardenas and
micaceous pottery by Anna Cardenas, 505-466-8967.
Talus Wind Heritage Meats. Local New Mexico lamb and pork.
Contact info@taluswindranch.com.
Button Box Aprons by Deirdre Africa of Rancho Bueno in
Galisteo, for sale at the Santa Fe Railyard Artisans Market most
Sundays 10-4. Check out www.buttonboxaprons.com and call
505-670-5198 or email deirdreafrica@msn.com.

SERVICES
Dave’s Auto Repair: restoring, minor repairs, painting. Local
refs. Free estimates: David Montoya, 505-501-1991.
Common sense, gentle dog-training: house manners,
management problem-solving at your home, and limited
boarding. 20+ yrs. experience. Call Evelyn, 466-1875,
Galisteo Woodworks: for your custom woodworking needs.
Furniture and furniture repair. Antonio Chavez, 466-3601.
‘Welding, flagstone, moss rock, fountains, plambing, sprinkler,
drip systems, plus Gopher Control. David Maestas, cell 670-
8608 or 660-9715.
Linda Vista Stables: Local horse owners: I can take care of your
horses when you’re away, in the comfort of their own barn. Call
Maria, 466-8930.
Pet, House, and Garden Care. Janet Pfeiffer, 399-9238.
Galisteo Yoga: Mondays 3pm, Tuesdays 9:30am @Dorothy’s
466-2339 stretching & breathing. Private & Group Sessions w/
Ruby 466-1961 ruby@rubyrenshaw.com Fridays 10-11 am @
Galisteo Community Center w/Mare profundus@aol.com slow
flow & therapeutic blend of Vinyasa & Ivengar.
Mare Tomaski: Therapeutic Massage, Rolfing, Cranial Sacral
and Functional Medicine Health Coach. Profundus@aol.com/
508-788-0906/ website: www.dynamicstillpoint.com

Yoga for Everybedy: Julia Caimns and Mary Horst run yoga
classes at the Eldorado Community Center, Mon.-Fri. See www.
yogaforeverybody.com for more information. All levels
welcome! Julia: 466-3393.

Grow Y’own hooped and covered raised beds for year-round
gardening! Ken 490-1849.

Preparing your garden for next year? Repairing erosion? Aged
compost and mulch available at Goose Downs Farm north of
the village. Free if you load, $15 if we do: Tom, 670-7031.
Intern will travel: Need help during parties, snow shoveling,
yard cleaning, housekeeping or pet sitting? Call John Garcia at
505-919-8147.

JVS will remove (live) rattlesnakes. Call 466-1064.

We build and repair coyote fences; haul trash; yard work &
other odd jobs. Fair prices, local references, Michael J. Anaya,
660-2275.

Pet and housesitting, watering plants, feeding animals, etc.
Call Linda Jones, 310-2904.

Firewood, Misc. Hauling, Odd Jobs, Humane Custom
Butchery, CAD services. Phone 466-8967 or cell: 435-3067,
adan.cardenas!@gmail.com.

Rarbara Holloway Fine Handweaving scarves, shawls, vests,
jackets, handwoven of lukurious chenille. 466-2118.
Carpentry: Custom closets, hand-carved tables, benches, gates,
doors; also electrical work, Ted Montoya, 231-3671.

Passive Solar Builders: Locally owned general contractor since
1980. Quality home construction, renovations: 466-2118.
Meditation and Knowings class with Chris Griscom,
Sundays at The Light Institute:5-6:30 pm. Free to Galisteo
residents. 466-1975.

Book Writing and Marketing Services: by Random House
author with 20 yrs. experience. Also Voice Training and Singing
Lessons for children, adults and Angel Readings: Connect with
loved ones from the other side. Stella Togo, 714-433-6148; www.
stellatogo.com.

Dentistry: Specializing in Endodontics (Root Canals) Free
telephone consultations: Dr. Bernie Gavron at 505-988-7356.

+++EL PUENTE DE GALISTEQ+++

Editor: Lucy R. Lippard. logo by Cara Lee. Printer:
Allegra. All donations welcome. Comments, suggestions,
contributions to EL. PUENTE, 14 Avenida Vieja, 466-1276
or flipl4@centurylink.net. NEXT DEADLINE: May 5th. TO
SPONSOR: Make out check for $80-$150 to GCA, noting
“for newsletter,” and send to EI Puente at address above.

El Puente de Galisteo
14 Avenida Vieja
Galisteo NM 87540
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